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Title
Diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy: proportion of bronchoscopies done with the appropriate number, skill
mix and competence of staff.

Source(s)

British Thoracic Society (BTS). Quality standards for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults. London
(UK): British Thoracic Society (BTS); 2014 Dec. 37 p.  (British Thoracic Society Reports; no. 5). [28
references]

Measure Domain

Primary Measure Domain
Clinical Quality Measures: Structure

Secondary Measure Domain
Clinical Quality Measure: Process

Brief Abstract

Description
This measure is used to assess the proportion of bronchoscopies done with the appropriate number, skill
mix and competence of staff.

Rationale
Staff numbers and skill mix in endoscopy are influenced by health care provider demands and changes,
variation in patient complexity, and changes in sedation practices.

The number of patients, patient acuity, and physical layout of the unit, available technology, and staff
education, experience and competency must be considered in determining appropriate staffing levels.

A high quality, patient-centred endoscopy service depends on staff who are properly trained, adequately
supported, have balanced skill mix and are recognised and rewarded for a job done well.



The British Thoracic Society (BTS) guideline for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults (Du Rand et al.,
2013) and the BTS guideline for advanced diagnostic and therapeutic flexible bronchoscopy in adults (Du
Rand et al., 2011) are the main references for the quality standards.

Evidence for Rationale

British Thoracic Society (BTS). Quality standards for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults. London
(UK): British Thoracic Society (BTS); 2014 Dec. 37 p.  (British Thoracic Society Reports; no. 5). [28
references]

Du Rand IA, Barber PV, Goldring J, Lewis RA, Mandal S, Munavvar M, Rintoul RC, Shah PL, Singh S,
Slade MG, Woolley A, British Thoracic Society Interventional Bronchoscopy Guideline Group. British
Thoracic Society guideline for advanced diagnostic and therapeutic flexible bronchoscopy in adults.
Thorax. 2011 Nov;66(Suppl 3):iii1-21. [131 references] PubMed

Du Rand IA, Blaikley J, Booton R, Chaudhuri N, Gupta V, Khalid S, Mandal S, Martin J, Mills J, Navani N,
Rahman NM, Wrightson JM, Munavvar M, British Thoracic Society Bronchoscopy Guideline Group. British
Thoracic Society guideline for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults. Thorax. 2013 Aug;68(Suppl
1):i1-44. [303 references] PubMed

Primary Health Components
Flexible bronchoscopy; staffing level; skill mix; competence of staff

Denominator Description
Number of procedures carried out

Numerator Description
Number of procedures carried out with the appropriate staffing level, skill mix and competency (see the
related "Numerator Inclusions/Exclusions" field)

Evidence Supporting the Measure

Type of Evidence Supporting the Criterion of Quality for the Measure
A clinical practice guideline or other peer-reviewed synthesis of the clinical research evidence

Additional Information Supporting Need for the Measure
Unspecified

Extent of Measure Testing
Unspecified

National Guideline Clearinghouse Link

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=21987439
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=23860341


British Thoracic Society guideline for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults. 

State of Use of the Measure

State of Use
Current routine use

Current Use
not defined yet

Application of the Measure in its Current Use

Measurement Setting
Ambulatory Procedure/Imaging Center

Hospital Inpatient

Hospital Outpatient

Professionals Involved in Delivery of Health Services
not defined yet

Least Aggregated Level of Services Delivery Addressed
Single Health Care Delivery or Public Health Organizations

Statement of Acceptable Minimum Sample Size
Does not apply to this measure

Target Population Age
Does not apply to this measure

Target Population Gender
Does not apply to this measure

National Strategy for Quality Improvement in Health
Care

National Quality Strategy Aim

http://www.guideline.gov/content.aspx?id=47036


National Quality Strategy Aim
Better Care

National Quality Strategy Priority

Institute of Medicine (IOM) National Health Care Quality
Report Categories

IOM Care Need
Not within an IOM Care Need

IOM Domain
Not within an IOM Domain

Data Collection for the Measure

Case Finding Period
Unspecified

Denominator Sampling Frame
Patients associated with provider

Denominator (Index) Event or Characteristic
Diagnostic Evaluation

Denominator Time Window
not defined yet

Denominator Inclusions/Exclusions
Inclusions
Number of procedures carried out

Exclusions
Unspecified

Exclusions/Exceptions
not defined yet



Numerator Inclusions/Exclusions
Inclusions
Number of procedures carried out with the appropriate staffing level, skill mix and competency

Note: Minimum staffing levels during bronchoscopy procedures include:

A suitably trained and competent bronchoscopist to consent the patient, co-ordinate the safety checklist, administer sedation and
perform the required procedure.
A minimum of two suitably trained and competent endoscopy assistants, of whom at least one is a qualified nurse, to be present at
endoscopy.

One assistant is dedicated to assisting the bronchoscopist during the procedure.
One assistant is dedicated to patient care, to monitor the patient's safety, comfort and wellbeing and to communicate
significant changes to the bronchoscopist.

An additional endoscopy assistant to assist the team during more advanced bronchoscopic procedures, such as endobronchial
ultrasound (EBUS) or cryoBx/diathermy, etc.
A suitably trained and competent health care professional available to perform pre-procedure care, assessment and intravenous (IV)
cannulation prior to bronchoscopy.
A suitably trained and competent health care professional available to monitor and assess the patient during the recovery period.
A suitably trained and competent person available to adequately clean and decontaminate bronchoscopy equipment.

Exclusions
Unspecified

Numerator Search Strategy
Fixed time period or point in time

Data Source
Administrative clinical data

Type of Health State
Does not apply to this measure

Instruments Used and/or Associated with the Measure
Unspecified

Computation of the Measure

Measure Specifies Disaggregation
Does not apply to this measure

Scoring
Rate/Proportion

Interpretation of Score
Desired value is a higher score



Allowance for Patient or Population Factors
not defined yet

Standard of Comparison
not defined yet

Identifying Information
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Quality statement 2d.

Measure Collection Name
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Financial Disclosures/Other Potential Conflicts of Interest
Members of the Quality Standards Group submitted Declaration of Interest forms in line with the British
Thoracic Society (BTS) policy and copies of forms are available online via the BTS Web site 

 or on request from the BTS Head Office.

Adaptation
This measure was not adapted from another source.

Date of Most Current Version in NQMC
2014 Dec

Measure Maintenance
The Quality Standards document will be reviewed in 2018 or following the publication of a revised
guideline, whichever is the sooner.

Date of Next Anticipated Revision
2018

Measure Status
This is the current release of the measure.

Measure Availability
Source available from the British Thoracic Society (BTS) Web site .

For more information, contact BTS at 17 Doughty St, London, WC1N 2PL; Tel: ++ 44 (0) 20 7831 8778;
Fax: ++ 44 (0) 20 7831 8766; E-mail: bts@brit-thoracic.org.uk; Web site: www.brit-thoracic.org.uk 

.

NQMC Status
This NQMC summary was completed by ECRI Institute on November 15, 2016. The information was
verified by the measure developer on January 4, 2017.

Copyright Statement
This NQMC summary is based on the original measure, which is subject to the measure developer's
copyright restrictions.

Production

/Home/Disclaimer?id=50510&contentType=summary&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.brit-thoracic.org.uk%2fabout-bts%2fdeclarations-of-interest%2f
/Home/Disclaimer?id=50510&contentType=summary&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.brit-thoracic.org.uk%2fdocument-library%2fclinical-information%2fbronchoscopy%2fbts-quality-standards-for-flexible-bronchoscopy-2014%2f
mailto:bts@brit-thoracic.org.uk
/Home/Disclaimer?id=50510&contentType=summary&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.brit-thoracic.org.uk%2f


Source(s)

British Thoracic Society (BTS). Quality standards for diagnostic flexible bronchoscopy in adults. London
(UK): British Thoracic Society (BTS); 2014 Dec. 37 p.  (British Thoracic Society Reports; no. 5). [28
references]

Disclaimer

NQMC Disclaimer
The National Quality Measures Clearinghouseâ„¢ (NQMC) does not develop, produce, approve, or endorse
the measures represented on this site.

All measures summarized by NQMC and hosted on our site are produced under the auspices of medical
specialty societies, relevant professional associations, public and private organizations, other government
agencies, health care organizations or plans, individuals, and similar entities.

Measures represented on the NQMC Web site are submitted by measure developers, and are screened
solely to determine that they meet the NQMC Inclusion Criteria.

NQMC, AHRQ, and its contractor ECRI Institute make no warranties concerning the content or its
reliability and/or validity of the quality measures and related materials represented on this site.
Moreover, the views and opinions of developers or authors of measures represented on this site do not
necessarily state or reflect those of NQMC, AHRQ, or its contractor, ECRI Institute, and inclusion or
hosting of measures in NQMC may not be used for advertising or commercial endorsement purposes.

Readers with questions regarding measure content are directed to contact the measure developer.

/help-and-about/summaries/inclusion-criteria
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